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3. That the Council will view with approbation any encouragement held out by the licensing bodies to students to prosecute the study of the natural sciences before they engage in studies of a strictly professional character.
V. Professional Examination. Though not holding very strong views on the matter, our own opinion is that it is a mistake. Greek may be made a compulsory subject with one of two objects; either to ensure a certain amount of mental training, in which case it is merely a means to an end ; or, on account of the real value which a knowledge of it possesses, so many medical and scientific terms being derived from it. It is, Ave presume, with the latter object that a knowledge of Greek is to be made compulsory, but we fear that the anticipations of the Council will be disappointed. The standard for some time must necessarily be low, and we apprehend that the great majority of students who pass the required examination will abandon the study of Greek as soon as it has opened to them the portals of the medical profession.
The great change which is taking place in the education of our medical students is, that it is daily becoming more practical. [OCT.
But we have a right to require, and the public has a right to expect, that no one should be allowed to incur the responsibilities of practice till he has proved that he is familiar with the more ordinary forms of disease, and that he is prepared to conduct himself creditably in an emergency which may at any moment arrive
During the last year an excellent start has been made in the supervision of examinations. This course must be attended with unmixed benefit; a more uniform standard will be secured, and deficiencies in any quarter cannot fail to be speedily corrected.
We anticpate that the medical profession is on the eve of important changes.
"VYe expect that the diminution in the number of medical students and consequently of practitioners which has already occurred, will continue and increase. 
